
 

Wednesday Lectures – Autumn term 2021 

These weekly lectures will take place at 2.15 pm. 

All lectures are via Zoom and are open to members only. You will need to log in to access the Zoom 
link. The link for each lecture is on the Wednesday Lectures page of the website and will be 
included in the weekly Bulletin on the day of the lecture. 

Any last-minute changes to the programme will be publicised in the weekly Bulletin. 

 

13 October The changing face of policing 

Speaker: Detective Inspector Hazel Sandall 

A professional and personal perspective of the changes in approach to policing from the late 90s to 
today. 

Hazel is an experienced detective and working mother with 3 children, who has experienced change 
in policing over 22 years in a diverse city and rural county. 

 

20 October Lighting the fuse – My life in bomb disposal 

Speaker: Lucy Lewis 

Lucy Lewis will talk about her experience as a woman in a man's world.  She was the UK's first 
female bomb disposal operator and is now the first female University Marshal at Cambridge. 

Lucy Lewis operated as a Bomb Disposal Officer with the Royal Engineers, served with the Royal 
Military Police and is currently the University Marshal at the University of Cambridge. 

 

27 October Joseph Needham, scientist and historian: His religious dimension 

Speaker: Dr Greg Blue 

Widely recognized as a pioneering biochemist, historian of science and politically engaged China-
specialist, Joseph Needham (1900-1995) had lifelong religious and ecumenical commitments. This 
talk aims to bring those into focus. 

Gregory Blue is Professor emeritus, Department of History, and Centre for Global Studies, 
University of Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. 

  



3 November Being blind and training Guide Dogs 

Speaker: Gill Southgate 

Gill will talk about how she lost her sight and the problems encountered while rehabilitating and 
finding employment.  She'll discuss her 5 guide dogs, their varying work with me and their 
characters. She'll also explain the Guide Dogs Association and touch on training of the dogs. 

Gill Southgate is the chair of the Kings Lynn and District fundraising branch of Guide Dogs, and an 
official guide dog owner speaker. 

 

10 November Artificial Intelligence – what is it and will it take over the world? 

Speaker: Alastair Breward 

Artificial Intelligence progresses rapidly. Will we end up building intelligence comparable to our own, 
or even surpassing us? If so when, and what does this mean for the future of the human species? 

Alastair Breward graduated in PPE and has had a lifelong amateur interest in the human mind. The 
talk will be an overview adapted from his U3AC course “The (Social, Political and Ethical) 
implications of Artificial Intelligence for Humankind”. 

 

17 November A vacation from myself: 40 years as a rock biographer 

Speaker: Harry Shapiro 

Harry has worked for charities in the world of drugs as a charity director, author and editor, public 
speaker, government adviser and media spokesperson and in public health trying to encourage the 
switch away from smoking to far safer vaping. But he has also spent a lot of time 'on vacation from 
himself' by delving into the lives and careers of other people as a chronicler of rock musicians.  His 
books include biographies of Jimi Hendrix and Eric Clapton. He will talk about this work, his 
subjects, and cover the process of writing biography, with plenty of interesting stories along the way. 

Harry Shapiro is an author and journalist. 

 

24 November Human rights in China: Discourse, diplomacy and defensive nationalism 

Speaker: Dr Robert Weatherley 

There can be few countries in the world that have faced more intense external scrutiny of their 
human rights record than the People's Republic of China. But how has China responded to this 
scrutiny? This lecture identifies three different responses, two of which are proactive – discourse 
and diplomacy – and one which is reactive – defensive nationalism. 

Dr Robert Weatherley is a lecturer at Cambridge University, King’s College London, Tartu 
University, and also a commercial lawyer with the Cambridge firm Mills & Reeve. 

  



1 December The ethical case for basic income 

Speaker: Professor Guy Standing 

The right to subsistence lies behind the idea that everybody should have a basic income, and was 
enshrined in the Charter of the Forest of 1217. The case for a basic income is fundamentally ethical, 
a matter of common justice, not just a means of fighting poverty. It would also enhance freedom. 
But today it is also an economic imperative, due to globalisation, rentier capitalism and the new 
class structure in which the precariat is the mass class, consisting of people living in chronic 
insecurity. This talk will explain why a basic income is an essential element of a new progressive 
politics. 

Guy is Professorial Research Associate, SOAS University of London, a Fellow of the British 
Academy of Social Sciences, and the Royal Society of Arts. 

 

8 December Beyond COP26: Time to get real! 

Speaker: Jonathon Porritt 

This lecture will consider the outcome from the (by then recent) COP26 Conference of world 
leaders, the (almost) inevitable likelihood that commitments fall far short of what is now urgently 
required, and what that means in terms of the campaigning which will need to start in 2022. 

It is rare, and vital, that we hear from those whose expertise extends beyond the science, into the 
political and cultural reasons why humanity is so inert in the face of its most existential threat, and 
Jonathon is uniquely well placed to shed light on this conundrum. 

Jonathon Porritt, is an eminent writer, broadcaster and commentator on sustainable development. 

 

15 December Carbon pricing: how and why to do it 

Speaker: Michael Pollitt 

Achieving the net zero climate policy target is extremely challenging, however the economic policy 
tools to achieve it do exist and have been proven to work. This lecture will outline the role of carbon 
pricing in achieving the net zero policy target and address common misunderstandings about the 
key policies required for net zero. 

Dr Michael Pollitt is Professor of Business Economics, Cambridge Judge Business School. 


