
 

Wednesday Lectures – Summer Term 2021 

These weekly lectures will take place at 2.15 pm online via video-conference (Zoom).  

These are open to members only. You will need to log in to access the Zoom link. The link for each 
lecture is on the Wednesday Lectures page of the website and will be included in the weekly 
Bulletin on the day of the lecture. 

Any last-minute changes to the programme will be publicised in the weekly Bulletin. 

This Summer the lectures have been expanded from the usual 4 to make up for earlier talks lost to 
the pandemic situation last year. 

 

14 April The climate emergency: Why we need climate repair 

Speaker: Professor Sir David King FRS 

David will talk about the need to repair the Earth's climate, and what that entails for people and 
governments. 

 

21 April Pathway to recover: From torture chamber to sanctuary 

Speaker: Kolbassia Haoussou MBE, Director Survivor Empowerment at Freedom from Torture 

In this lecture Kolbassia will discuss the various stages individuals on the road to sanctuary face. 
From the initial stage of needing to be as far away from experiences faced, when all your feelings 
dissipate and survival mode kicks in. To the moments when life becomes still and silent, and you 
have finally achieved this notion of ‘safety’ and you begin to feel. Depression kicks in, along with a 
realisation that your life has changed drastically, and you have to begin to heal alone. He will then 
speak on what comes after finding sanctuary, the journey to self-recovery and healing beyond 
formal therapy. The journey to recovery is long, dealing with the mental, emotional and physical 
scars left behind from surviving torture. As well as figuring out how to move on with life after torture 
and its aftermath once rehabilitated. 

 

28 April The corruption of capitalism: Why rentiers thrive and work does not 
pay 

Speaker: Professor Guy Standing, SOAS 

The British economy has become one of rentier capitalism; it is not a 'free market' economy. More 
and more of the income and wealth is flowing to the owners of property - financial, physical and so-
called intellectual - while the growing precariat is sinking into more insecurity and loss of the rights 
of citizenship. The new class structure is allowing the plutocracy to accelerate the corruption of our 
democracy, and the upper echelons of the civil service and government politicians are plundering 
the commons, depriving the commoners of public wealth. The Covid pandemic has made all this 
much worse, and there must be a high probability that in its wake social tensions will become 
intense. 

 

 

 



5 May The role of business in maintaining biological diversity 

Speaker: Pippa Howard, MSc, MSc 

Businesses – particularly multinational conglomerates – have a massive impact on biodiversity, via 
activities such as mining, timber extraction, oil and gas exploration, monster hydropower schemes 
and landscape-scale conversion of natural habitat for soya and oil palm plantations and other 
agricultural uses, etc. This talk addresses the role business must play to address biodiversity loss 
and climate change and what will be expected of business from the Conference of the Parties at the 
next meeting of the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

12 May Brexit: how we got here, where we are and where we are going 

Speaker: Professor Catherine Barnard FBA 

Brexit was front and centre of political debate for 5 years. Its importance has been eclipsed by covid 
but its effect will outlast covid. There are major issues still in play.  Catherine will give a perspective 
spanning past, present and future. 

 

19 May Brew your way to retirement! 

Speakers: Catherine and Tony Edwards 

Leaving behind careers in the charity sector and social care, Catherine and Tony Edwards set out a 
plan to downsize their house and upsize their nano-brewery in Felixstowe. During this lecture they 
will share the ups, downs, highs, lows and curved balls along the way, whilst shedding a little light 
on setting up a brewing business, the brewing process, rules and regulations, farmers markets and 
online markets and what the future might look like for small brewers in the hospitality sector. 

 

26 May Back-to-the-land communities in post-war East Anglia 

Speaker: Ken Worpole, writer 

In 1943 a group of Christian pacifists established a working community on a vacant farm in Frating, 
a hamlet in Essex, inspired by the ideas of D.H.Lawrence, John Middleton Murry, Vera Brittain, Iris 
Murdoch, George Orwell and others. Other back-to-the-land settlements soon followed, some 
surviving for many years. Actor Jim Broadbent grew up in one, and the young Shirley Williams 
worked at Frating. 

Frating Hall Farm provided a settlement and livelihood for individuals, families, refugees and 
prisoners-of-war.  Ken will talk about the history of these communal farms, and the passionate 
religious and political ideals that gave them life. 

 


