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These weekly lectures will take place on Tuesdays at 5.00 pm online via video-conference (Zoom).  

These are open to members only. You will need to log in to access the Zoom link. The link for each 
lecture is on the Norah Boyce Lectures page of the website. 

Any last-minute changes to the programme will be publicised in the weekly Bulletin. 

 
"Science for Everyone" 

19 January Epidemiology: from Covid-19 to protecting food security 

Speaker Prof Chris Gilligan CBE, Department of Plant Sciences 

Epidemiology and epidemiologists are very much in the news. Many of the modelling approaches 
applied to Covid-19 are also being used to predict and manage diseases of crops and livestock, 
where losses, particularly in low and middle income countries, have devastating effects on food 
security. Starting with Covid-19, I shall briefly introduce the ideas that underlie epidemiological 
modelling and then explain how these ideas are used to support food security in Sub Saharan Africa 
and South Asia. 

 

2 February Can we refreeze the Arctic? 

Speaker Dr Hugh Hunt, Reader in Engineering Dynamics and Vibration 

How can we cool the planet if (when) we fail to meet our CO2 emissions targets? There are 
"geoengineering" technologies almost ready to go and some sound quite scary. Many pundits 
question whether it is safe to meddle with the climate when we only have one Earth, but others 
argue that we haven't much time left before climate change runs away from us. This talk will present 
technologies which may be urgently required to slow down the progress of Arctic melting. The scale 
of the problem is huge, and we're not well prepared. 

 

23 February Antimicrobial resistance – why you should care 

Speaker Dame Sally Davies FRS, Master of Trinity College and former Chief Medical 
 Officer for England 

Dame Sally Davies is the UK Special Envoy for Antimicrobial Resistance. She will discuss its 
importance and the struggle to ensure action is taken. 

 

2 March SARS-CoV-2 Infection – Where are we now? 

Speaker Prof Paul Lehner FMedSci, Professor of Immunology and Medicine 

It’s almost exactly a year since the UK first went into lockdown for Covid-19. Why has this virus 
been so successful and have we learnt to manage it better? 

 

9 March Beauty and the Beast: Matter, Antimatter and the Large 
 Hadron Collider 

Speaker Prof Valerie Gibson, Head of High Energy Physics Research Group,  Cavendish 
 Laboratory 



The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) is one of the wonders of the modern world - a true beast of a 
creation consisting of a 27-kilometer ring of superconducting magnets with an accelerating system 
to boost the energy of particles along the way. The ultimate aim of the LHCb (beauty) experiment is 
to search for new phenomena in heavy quark (beauty and charm) systems - which could explain 
why we live in a universe made of matter and not antimatter, and provide insight into its very origins. 
This lecture will highlight news from the LHC, the latest discoveries and the first glimpse of 
phenomena beyond our current understanding of the universe.



 


