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Wednesday Lectures 
Autumn Term 2020 

This term these weekly lectures will be delivered via Zoom. All members are welcome to attend. 
The link to the Zoom session is in the Lecture’s description on the website. You will need to log in 

as a member to reveal the link.    

Any last-minute changes to the programme will be publicised in the weekly Bulletin. 

7 October  ** No Lecture ** 

14 October London's West End: Creating the Pleasure District, 1800-1914  

Speaker Professor Rohan McWilliam 

How did the West End of London become the greatest pleasure district in the world?  Rohan 
McWilliam explores the world of prestigious theatres, grand hotels, luxurious restaurants, 
spectacular department stores and scandalous nightlife that emerged in the centre of the 
metropolis during the age of empire. 

Rohan McWilliam is Professor of Modern British History at Anglia Ruskin University and a former 
President of the British Association for Victorian Studies. 

21 October  ** No Lecture ** 

28 October Why were Egyptian Mummies so Bad? 

Speaker  Dr Corinne Duhig 

To the ancient Egyptians, the preservation of the mummified body, looking like the deceased 
individual, was essential for a continuing existence in the afterlife. In the Classical world the 
Egyptians were believed to be masters of mummification, and the many Egyptian mummies in 
museums tend to be of high quality, so we presume this is correct. But the vast number that are 
not on display — and those still appearing from the sands of Egypt — show that most are very 
poorly preserved, badly made and not in any way resembling the deceased — or, indeed, any 

human! Dr Duhig will discuss the why and how of mummification and its triumphs and failings. 

Corinne Duhig PhD FSA MCIfA is a Senior Fellow at the McDonald Institute for Archaeological 
Research and Director of Studies in Archaeology at Wolfson and Lucy Cavendish Colleges, 
focusing on funerary archaeology and Egyptology. 

4 November London's West End: Creating the Pleasure District, 1800-1914  

Speaker Patrick Hemmerle 

Patrick explores ideas related to the role of the interpreter in the process recreating music, either 
past or present. Music is the only art form that needs an interpreter to exist, and this has various 

implications.  

Patrick considers the evolution of the role of the interpreter over the last 3 centuries, the increasing 
place it takes in the classical music scene as the role of the composers has diminished, the difficult 
question of the task of the interpreter - a perfect mirror of the composer’s intention, or a co-creator?  

Can several approaches of a work all be equally valid? Is there even any valid way of performing a 
work? Does the interpreter have a moral duty to the composer? 

This brings him to the wider question - what is music? Is it greater than all the interpretations that 
can be made of it?  

There are also practical issues: what freedom do composers give the performers, and how this 
evolves over time.  



  University of the Third Age in Cambridge (CIO) 

 

Wednesday Lecture List, Autumn Term 2020  Page 2 

The whole talk will be illustrated musically. 

Patrick Hemmerle is an acclaimed French concert pianist living in England, who speaks regularly 
on musicology, renowned for his capacity to clarify complex musical concepts. 

11 November A British History of Oil  

Speaker Terry Macalister 

With climate change top of the political agenda this talk looks at the history of oil from the early 
finds in Iran through the North Sea discoveries to the present day.  

Is it the end of the road for carbon fuels and the enormous wealth they brought to Britain and how 

come Cambridge played a significant role in this extraction industry? 

Terry Macalister is a writer who spent 20 years at The Guardian where he was a prize winning 
Energy Editor. Rohan McWilliam is Professor of Modern British History at Anglia Ruskin University 
and a former President of the British Association for Victorian Studies. 

18 November  ** No Lecture ** 

25 November ‘A potful of peses’ - changing diets in the late Middle Ages 

Speaker Dr Joanne Sear 

In ‘The Vision of Piers Plowman’, dated between 1367 to 1386, Piers keeps hunger at bay by 
making ‘a potful of peses’, the pea or bean pottage which formed the staple diet of the labouring 
poor in the late Middle Ages. But this was about to change as a longer term consequence of the 
Black Death was a rise in the living standards of the poorer classes, with the greatest improvement 
being an increased consumption of more and better quality foodstuffs. 

This presentation will consider how the basic medieval diet changed after the Black Death and how 

we see this reflected in the domestic environment of the lower orders. 

Joanne Sear teaches at the Institute of Continuing Education, Cambridge, and is editor of the 
‘Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History’. Her own research focusses on 
medieval consumption and trade. 

2 December The Art of Photographic Restoration  

Speaker Gary Italiaander 

A fascinating and illustrated talk about the specialised restoration process, taking old and often 
damaged images which are then brought back to life to create new works of art. This talk has many 
interesting anecdotes including the family that wished to create a new portrait to incorporate a 
family member who was (sadly) no longer alive! 

Gary is an internationally respected celebrity photographer whose studio was based at Harrods. 
His work has covered a wide variety of restorations for people including King Hussein and Queen 

Noor of Jordan as well as The King of Thailand.  


